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1¢’s ‘Supermouth’ SCHUM’s mile-a-minute verbal acrobat

JACK (SUPERMOUTH) ARMSTRONG
Hired from Boston station to find himself in legal tangle

By PETER HARRIS
Star staff writer

The first time I heard CHUM’s new disc jockey Jack
(Supermouth) Armstrong—not to be confused with Jack
(Wheaties) Armstrong—I immediately formed an unflatter-
ing mental picture of him.

In case you've never heard him, Armstrong is the
mile-a-minute disc jockey CHUM last month hired away
from a Boston station WMEX and immediately found itself
embroiled in legal action.

WMEX sued CHUM and Armstrong and obtained an
Ontario Supreme Court injunction to stop the Toronto
station from using Armstrong on the air. This week the
lawsuit was settled and the injunction dissolved, leaving
Armstrong free to soar te new heights of verbal acraobatics.

Anyway, I imagined him to be a red-haired (for some
unfathomable reason) slightly built, pasty-faced, edgy kind
of little guy, because that's exactly what he sounded like
as he steamrollered his way through the evening slot on
CHUM, running roughshod over commercials, telephone
quizzes, public service announcements and record lead-ins.

Irreverent is the only way to describe Armstrong's
approach to absolutely everything he does on air.

I met him yesterday, and much to my surprise found
him to be a fairly easy-going, 32-year-old North Carolinian
who is built like a college halfback and whose dark hair is
worn in a modified Beatle cut. He is almost a compulsive

talker but that's the only similarity to his on-air person-
laht); and even then, in conversation, he is much more
ow-key.

. Armstrong feels his non-stop style appeals to teenage
listeners because “they seem to have a built-in stress and
strain today from struggling to keep up with everybody
around them. They can't take a dull moment: they want
excitement. something weird, and that's why I use the
style T do. They're all under this stress. . . that's the way
their lives move.”

He regards radio as a good instrument for measuring
society. “Because of the competition, stations have to
reflect public taste and changes in taste. I don't think the
stations cause the changes, If they don't change, the people
lose interest in them and go to some other station.”

The conversation got around to the subject of the
generation gap and Armstrong commented: *‘People think
that if you're under 12 you're an idiot, but that when you
turn 21 you automatically become a responsible citizen. . . .

1t is necessary for the adult community to realize that
teenagers are people. You can't just humor them, you've
got to channel them into something useful. If you don't
utilize youthful minds properly they’ll turn to something
else. Adults have gto to take time to relate to young people
or you'll have an open revolt on your hands.”

Teenagers today, Armstrong said, "are very hip; you
can’t talk down to them. As s00s as you regard them as

adults they'll act like aduits. These kids are ready to take
responsibility, if people would let them.

‘‘Sure, there are a bunch of dum-dums—motorevcle
gangs. a few longhaired hippies—who are bad news but I
think that most of the kids realize they ar¢ bad news,

“It's far better to work with teenagers than against
them, mainly because there are too many of them and 1
wouldn't want to have them against me.”

But. }x'}ﬂ]e he has nothing but the highest regard for
the intelligence and potential of today’'s teenagers. Arm-
strong feels there's one thing thev don't understand.

“Kids accuse adults of being materialistic but they
don’t really know what it's like to have to earn a living.
That's their drawback ... They'l) understand this. but
first they've got to be given responsibility.”

As_ fa}' as his own future is concerned. Armstrong takes
a reallsuc.vle“pomt and figures he has four to six vears
left as a night disc jockey, a special breed in the world of
rock stations.

I don’t know of any good night jocks who are older
than .28. After that, you want to get out or maybe drop
back into an afterncon or morning slot.”

He hopes to stay in Toronto because “I'm fed up with
moving.” .»'.u‘ter getting his start in Chapel Hill. N.C.. where
his father is a professor at the University of North Caroli-
na, {&rmstrong began moving around and. before coming to
CHUM. worked for stations in other parts of North Caroli-
na as well as in Atlanta, Cleveland and Boston.
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Marcello Mastroianni,
Daniela Rocco.

Eleanor Parker. (D Celebrity Billiards Joseph Cotten. 11:30 (2) Tonight Show )
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Richard Burton Morell. @ Littlest Hobo 7:30 @ High Chaparral James Garner,
@ Cool McCool 3:00 g Outdoors Hobo helps a girl of 13 (2 The Saint Etchika Choureau,
The Beatles Unlimited to make friends @ The Prisoner (@ Movie
12:30 @) Lacrosse 3:30 @) Detective’s Diary among her new 8:00 © Movie Legend Of The Lost,
@ Roller Derby Golf schoolmates T'd Rather Be Rich John Wayne, Sophie
@ You and Your 4:00 @ Canadian €) Make Room For Sandra Dee Roberi Loren.
Family Fisherman Daddy Goulet Mal;rice 11:00 © € (2) News
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Baseball Wide World of Movie awrence e Perkins, Janet Leigh.
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@ News Normandy Squadron, The Campaign €©) The FBI (2 The High
@ Movie Marc Cassot, George The Candidates (2) Disney Chaparrall
Gunfight At Red Riviere. (@ Tennessee @ Gentle Ben (@ Mission:
Sands, Richard (@ Challenge Tuxedo 8:00 @ @ Ed Sullivan Impossible
Harrison, G. R, 2:30 @ Time for (@) LSD Special Show 10:30 @D Spotlight On...
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Stanwyck, Dean Nelson A. Rockefeller. Forest, Richard Death by % IS&ev;a Allen Show
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@ Face the Nation g gt’s Sing Out g;:}?ing.Peter documentary account The Undercover Man,
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@ Crosstire Americans (@ Flipper 10:00 @ NFB Presents Secrets Of Women,
@ Movie 4:30 (O Tiny Talent Time @) Lassle Twenty-four Hours in Anita Bjork, Karl
Abbott And Costello Lassle (@ Voyage to the Czechoslovakia is a Arne Homsten,
Meet Frankenstein. 5:00 €3 News; Man Alive Bottom of the Sea film record of NHL 11:40 € Best of Probe
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MONDAY
12:00 @ Luncheon Date © The Flintstones 2:00 @ Bonnie Prudden 3:30 @ @ The Edge of @ Truth or
4D Let’s Talk About It (@ Mike Douglas (@ Days Of Our Lives Night Consequences
@) Jeopardy @ Treasure Isle @) Many Splendored D Popeye’s Wild Bill Hickok
@ News 12:45 @ @ The Guiding Thing Plavhouse 5:00 © Belle and
(@ 1 Bewitched Light . 'O It's Your Mov Sebastien
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Complete television and () Dream House €) People in Conflict €D Robin Hood Brian Reece, Joy
radio listings for each| 1.03 @ Movie (@ The Doctors @ Perry's Probe Shelton,
day of the week, togeth- The Golden Horde, @) House Party (@ Matches & Mates (@ Marshal Dillon
er with articles and pho- Ann Blyth, David (Z) Dating Game ! 5:30 € Trail-Riding
tographs, are available Farrar. 3:00 € Take Thirty @ Secret Storm ¥ Troubadour
in magazine form in Star 1:30 @ @ As The World © Magistrate’s Ct. 4:30 ) The King's @) Movie
TV Week, distributed Turns @ Another World Outlaw Passport To China,
free with The Star each @ Mike Douglas @ To Tell The Truth @ Gilligan’s Island Richard Basehart,
Saturday. ‘ (@ It's Happening @ General Hospital © 1 Love Lucy Lisa Gastront.
1:55 (P Children’s Doctor 3:25 (@ News ' @ Merv Griffin §:55 @ News

By TIM HEALD
Special to The Star

LONDON — Eleven years
ago Richard Burton went
into voluntary exile in
Switzerland, “I decided to
do what millions of my fel-
low-Britons have done in the
last four or five centuries,”
he said, ‘“to go abroad and
seek my fortune.”

This week his “exile’ was
rather less voluntary; he
was ‘“‘fired” from the film
he has been making in Lon-
don, Laughter in the Dark.

His reason for quitting
Britain was, of course, to
escape the crushing burden
of tax. He said: “After 10
years of unremitting hard
labor, I found I had roughly
2,000 pounds ($5,200) in the
bank and a two-room apart-
ment in Hampstead.

“And I thought: What's
going to happen if I sudden-
ly cease to be in demand?
You can’t go very far today
on 2,000 pounds.”

What he will do now is
anyone's guess, When I met
him on a film set recently,
he was surrounded by the
usual trappings of stardom.

A circle of henchmen who
tend not to argue. His
American agent who ar-
rived for lunch in a mono-
grammed shirt and called
him “Riech” throughout.
And the white Rolls-Royce.

Burton went through a
mocking routine with this.
It was a birthday present,
he said, but he couldn’t re-
member if it was from him
to Elizabeth or vice versa.
Anyway it arrived on his
birthday so it was probably
a present to him.

One sences that he's a bit
dissatisfied with even so
rich and successful a life.

INTERNATIONAL NOMADS. Richard Burton and
wife Elizabeth Taylor have four houses around the
world, ‘Home’ is Switzerland, but it can hardly be

1

Nothing explicit—just a
feeling that life wasn’t of-
fering enough challenges at
the moment. -

In one scene he had to
appear in a doorway and
fire three rounds of blanks,
“This,” he said, disregard-
ing the adulation of the
long-haired film people in
jeans, “is what Elizabeth
calls money for old rope.”

He and Liz have four
houses now. Two in Switzer-
land, one in Mexico, and
what he calls a “tumble-
down farmhouse” in Eire.
Not to mention the celebrat.
ed yacht,

Switzerland is “home.”
His books and his old
clothes are there. That's
where the children are
based. “It’s marvellously
central,” said Burton.
“Nowadays you can get
from Geneva to New York
in seven or eight hours, Ge-
neva te London in nothing
flat.” ]

Even so “home” is hardly
home. Last year they spent
six weeks there, With their
commitments they have to
lead a nomadic life.

“We did think, about four
or five years ago, of coming
back here to live. It was a
house in Kent which Eliza-
beth virtually grew up in.
We actually started to ne-
gotiate for it and then found
it was impractical because
most of the films we’d con-
tracted to do were in var.
jous parts of the world—
New York, Africa, Italy.

“We thought: It’s ridicu-
lous to go to the expense of
buying this vast house and
never he in it. So we still
haven’t made up our minds.
whether to come back per-
manently. Maybe when I've
retired.”
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called a home. They only spent six weeks there last

year. Burton quit Britain {o escape crushing tax bur.
den. His heart is there but purse strings dictate home.

He may be an exile but
still thinks of himself as
British and retains his pass-
port. “Welsh first, I think.
British afterwards! I've giv-
en up putting Welsh on all
these forms you have to fill
in. Il always puzzles people.
I'm forever drawing maps.

‘So to avoid a lot of un-
necessary explanation I put
down I'm British. Unless
I'm a bit drunk. Then I put
down Welsh and to hell with
them,”

He says it’s more com-
fortable to live abroad. And
warmer. And he can always
whip across the border to
Grenoble to watch some
rugby football and send spy
reports back to Wales.

Oddly, he misses London
more than Wales. ““I wake
up in the middle of the night
with my gums aching for a
walk through London. And
those dusty brown squares.
There's a feeling, an ambi-
ance you can't create any-
where else.

“A pub for instance. I
don't mean you have to be a
drunkard, It's just the con-
viviality,

“I suppose I still have the
provincial's excitement
about London. I remember
the first time T came. I was
14 or 15, during the war.
And all those wet, gleaming
streets, and taxicabs and
Paddington Station, I still
have a slight breathlessness
when I've been away from
London for a long time.

“And I'm afraid 1 still
feel absurdly romantic
when I see the white cliffs
of Dover and all that.”

Burton is suspicious of na-
tional pride, but admits he
has it. *“'If T should die
think only this of me, that
there’s some corner of a
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The Burtons--home is where
the next jet speeds them to

foreign field that is for ever
... England.’ one wanis to
say,” he said, sounding in-
credulous, * “There shall he
in that rich earth a richer
dust concealed’ ... Ii's a
bit arrogant, isn’t it?”

The heart may still be
here but it's the purse
strings which dictate. I
wouldn't much like the
thought of paying these ex-
orhitant taxes. You pay
60,000 pounds ($156,000) a
year tax and keep ahout
5,000 (813,000) pounds, Then
suddenly you find you're
out of work,

“Recently a friend told
me that a very distin-
guished actor of his youth
came up to him in a pub
and said: ‘I wonder if you
could oblige me with the
loan of half a har? I find
I'm at loggerheads with my
banker.’ 1 don’'t want to
have to do that.

“I've often considered if
somebody with some com-
passion for the so-called ar-
tistic professions can't do
something about it. Say,
when I'm out of work, when
I'm 50 years old. they pay
me hack a little of the taxes
paid in. And 1 don't mean
the dole.

“If you're used o earning
30,000 pounds ($73.000) a
vear it’'s very difficult to
drop to 12 pounds $31.20) a
week, isn't it? Especially
if vou happen to be rather
wel known. I can't see
Elizabeth travelling by sub-
way, can you?"

In a way both he and his
wife have forfeited their na-
tionality. They’re interna-
tional property. He may
talk of coming hack and set-
tling. but it seems more
likely that he‘ii never settle
anywhere,
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